Lakehead University

Department of Sociology

Sociology 2911 WA: Social Research Traditions

Winter Term 2007

Time: Tues and Thurs 2:30-4:00

Place: RC1003

Dr. Thomas Dunk

Office: RB 2037

Office Hours: Wednesday 2:30-4:00 or by appointment

Course Description and Objectives

Sociology aims to increase our knowledge about the societies in which we live and our ability to think independently and critically about the issues that affect our lives. 

To be truly independent and free one must be able to make up one’s own mind about what the best course of action might be in any given situation. One’s decisions will be based on the information available and their ability to interpret it critically. This requires understanding how information is created. 

This course introduces students to the various research methodologies that sociologists use to produce their knowledge about the social world. It focuses on the principles underlying different research methods and the analysis of data. Questions addressed in this course include: What is sociological research? How does one distinguish between different methods? What ethical issues are involved in sociological research? How might one differentiate between good and poor research? Do research methods determine outcomes? Do the kinds of questions asked influence what the researcher finds?  How does a researcher operationalize a concept for research purposes?  

Students will gain an appreciation of what is involved in doing social research and will be given the chance to begin developing the intellectual tools necessary to allow them to judge the nature and the quality of the information that confronts all of us on a daily basis. These skills serve everyone well as they go about their daily business and as they make decisions about social issues. For anyone wishing to pursue a career in any field that involves social research these skills are essential.

Course Organization and Requirements

This course is based on lectures, readings, classroom discussions and activities. It is imperative that students take all of these elements of the course seriously. There will be questions on exams from the readings that are not covered in lectures. There will also be questions that arise from classroom discussions and activities.

Marks will be determined by results on three exams. The first two exams will be worth 30 percent and the final exam will be worth 40 percent of the final mark.

Notes on Classroom Behaviour and Student Conduct

Attendance is not mandatory in this class but it is highly recommended. As stated earlier, students are expected to be able to answer questions about all the lectures and classroom discussions and activities.   Readings should be done before the class. 

Students must make every effort to arrive at class on time and to stay until the class is over. They are also expected to be quiet during lectures and to participate in classroom activities and discussions. It is disrespectful of the professor and fellow students to disrupt the class with late arrivals, early departures, or talking. Students who are disruptive will be asked to leave.

Lakehead University’s Student Code of Conduct explains the rules regarding appropriate conduct. Be certain you are familiar with this code, especially the provisions regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
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COURSE OUTLINE







        Winter 2007

Required Text
Palys, Ted. 2003. Research Decisions: Qualitative and Quantitative Perspectives, Third Edition. Scarborough: Thomson Nelson.

Available in the Bookstore

Schedule of Weekly Topics  (Readings in Brackets)
January 4: Introductions (No Readings)

January 9 and 11: Perspectives in Social Research (Palys, Chapter One)

January 16: Generating Research Ideas (Palys, Chapter Two)

January 18: NO CLASS

January 23 and 25: The Relationship between Theory and Data (Palys, Chapter Three)
January 30: FIRST EXAM (On Chapters One to Three)

February 1 and 6: Identifying Research Objectives (Palys, Chapter Four)
February 8,13, and 15: Sampling Techniques (Palys, Chapter Six)

February 20 and 22: NO CLASS – FEBRUARY BREAK 

February 27 and March 1: Interactive Methods (Palys, Chapter Seven)

March 6: SECOND EXAM (On Chapters 4,6, and 7)
March 8 and 13: Participant Observation and Ethnography (Palys, Chapter Eight) 

March 15 and 20: Unobtrusive and Archival Methods (Palys, Chapter Nine)
March 22 and 27: Research Ethics (Palys, Chapter Five)

March 29: Writing and the Production of Knowledge (Palys, Chapter 14)

April 3: Catchup and  Conclusions (Palys, Chapter 15)
Final exam: TBA during normal exam period (The Final Exam is inclusive of the entire year but weighted towards Chapters 8, 9, 5, 14 and 15)

